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series of unmeaning and worthless duplicates
of all the successive states that follow an
original condition of the universe, at perfect
rest.

Astronomy deals with the motions of the
heavenly bodies, and the laws of force by which
these motions are produced or controlled. So
long as it looked to their motions only, its
progress was hesitating and slow, till in the
discovery of the beautiful laws of Kepler it
reached a kind of Pisgah, where a wider and
nobler landscape began to unfold. But when
once, in tho hands of Newton, the idea of
motion was made subordinate to that of moving
force, tho Jordan was crossed, tho law of
gravitation was discovered, and a scries of scien-
tific conquests began, which have never ceased to
the present hour. The same instinct of science,
mounting from effects to their causes*, from
motions to forces, the very instinct which
Positivism seeks to annul and set aside,
serves for a koy, not only to the form and
numerical relations of the planetary orbits,
but to their sameness of direction, and near
approach to identity of plane, and to tho con-
centric and harmonious revolutions themselves.
Why do tho planets revolve in the same direc-
tion? Why do the pianos of their orbits so